
ly declared in marriage of such as, while slaves, were long living evidence, he stands in numerous cases utterly de- - acteristic of the race will soon develope itself, andTHE WILMINGTON1 JOURNAL. for the "districts," lately known as States, are not all things, unless otherwise expre-t-

be represented in Conaress. But if the bill the bill reported. The only exception together willingly, as man and wife. By the laws
of this State the husbands and wives, popularly every species of outrage offered to himself or to his of a white judge and a white jury. It is just to
so called, of a population of 300,000 human ;be-- family ; whether in his presence alone, or under truth, however, for us to admit that neither dur-insr- s.

are lewdly and laciviouslv cohabiting toereth-- ; tho eve of other colored nersons. Tf hn should incr the wonderful and endnrinsr conflict of arms.
er, without any other link of connection' than.V their
own free will. They may part when they choose, j ons wrongs, there is no one who can bo heard in
and select new partners lor n day or' month. jhis behalf ; and he could expect, from hissubmis-Amon- g

the whites such cases are indictable. If, Ision, nothing less than a repetition of his unro- -

in the bill,
r in uuy lnw, winch willeiist after repealing such

as are recommend' d to bo repealed, will be found
in scein 13 the Hii repor ted, which punishes
Willi tleta a iKi-o- n o: color who mav assault n
white female with intent to ravish her.

TLo Committee obsf-rv- that iu some of the late
slave-holdin- g States,-muc- lcp isla tionjs employed
to cottier on perr-on-s or color t i e civil rights which
belong to vinro mop. In this Statu very little is
necos-;.r- y ; indeed, none bovonda repeal of the laws.
which, from time to time, have been introduced,
making d:VmcTi'n-- , between whites and colored :

person. And. it may be observed, that some of ;

the provisions ot this bill which seem to confer j beings, is deemed so sacred, than were free per-rig- ht

and privileges, were strictly unnecessary ; f sons of color, or even slaves, before the latp epoch
because persons of color were entitled to them I of emancipation. The former were not allowed
without anv new enactment. But it was deemed to cohabit without marriage. julv celebrated: and

fenceless, except bv opposing force to force against

- -
.submit to the violence, and

1

suffer the most crriev

dressed wrongs,
If he should oppose force to force, in the justest

cause, whatever might, be the result, his mouth
and the' months of all colored witnesses would be
closed.

It is a truth not less obvious than established by
all. experience, that breaches of tin- - peace always
decrease in proportion to the facility and irnparti- -
ality with which the violator is brought to justice,
Citizens will not readily avenge themselves when
the sword of the law is at hand to do it for them,
But when the law is powerless, from whatever
cause, the hand of private violence will be sure to
come to the aid of self-defenc- e. It is, therefore,
clear that by protecting the person of the negro,
we shall most certainly protect the person of the
white man. If tho former may be outraged in his
own domicil, or in secret places, or alone: the high- -
way in open day, with iniimnity, because he may
be incompetent to testify to the wrong, he will
turn from the door of the courthouse and seek his
redress elsewhere and in a way too that will like-
wise shut the mouth of him who may witness the
act. Let no one suppose such a result improba-
ble, if the great and just law giver of the Jews has
himself set the example to an enslaved people.

Seconal;.). 1 he. rtfhnission oj such, evidence ?.--
. neccs-sar- y '

to seen re the colored people in their riahts of j

' denominated searoes and Indnm.W hile m slavery thev had no nropertv. What; species,
- 1 L. v,e are not prepared to admit, nor indeed dowas set apart for their use belonged to their ma.s- - ! .V vt ! we believe tint tne colored man m ,or!h Carolina

n roaa then thA districts " t,m wmld. .

.f !

as territories, be entitled to a delegate-t-

Mouse I uotuci insanity go iartner r .now long
will Congress abuse the patience of the country ?

Common Schools. J

We can scarcely find terms to express our grati-

fication

i

on being assured by the Superintendent of

Common Schools, that the spirit of education is
strong and hopeful among the masses, and the
memory of trials overcome inspires courage to

meet the lesser difficulties now confronting us.

The feeling, usual among the people is, that the

schools must not go dotrn.

When told that the Literary Fnnd has been
greatly Tedueed, and although theyfeei themselves
unable to pay high taxes, yet they will not permit
themselves to believe that the public ecbools will

fail
Mr. Wiley warns the authorities against the de-

lusion of suspending the common school? for a

more conveuient season. He argues, to suspend is
to destroy.

He alledges, it is doubtful whether we will ever
accumulate a larger permanent school fund ; we

never will, if we permit a generation to grow up

without education. When we lose on r intelligence,
we lose our appreciation of it; wo lose the will to

make sacrifices for it, and the energy to preserve it.
To those who ask, how are we to support the

schools ? he answers : I reply at once, by using the
principal of the fund as long as it will last. In all

moral concerns our business is with the present ;

if wo will look to tho things of to-da- y, those of
to-morr- . will take care of themselves. On the
other hand, if we neglect the duties of the hour,
we are sowing ruin for the future. We are not yet
prepared to give our assent to this proposition to
expend the principal of the fund, but our space is
limited, and wo must defer all remarks for a more
favorable time.

REPOHT OP THE COMMITTEE Ofc TIIIC
9t:iMnECT OP FRKJED31K V.

i

Raleigh, January 22nd, 1866.
To the Speaker of the House of Commons

of' the General Assembly of North Carolina :

Sir : The Committee appointed by the provis
ional Governor in pursuance of a resolution of the
recent Convention "to prepare and report to the
Legislature a system of laws upon the subject of
freedmen, &c," herewith present their report, and
request that through you, it may be laid bfore the
General Assembly.

Kespectfully,
B. F. MOORE, i
W. S. MASON, V Committee.
R. S. DONNELL. )

To the Honorable the General Assembly
of the State of Xbrih-Carolin- a:

The undersigned, a Committee appointed by the
late provisional Governor, in pursuance of a reso
lution passed at tne recent session of the Conven
tion directing that a committee of three persons
be appointed "tp prepare and report to the Legis-
lature at its next session a system of laws up-
on the subject of freedmen, and to designate
such laws, and parts of laws, now m force, as
should be repealed in order to conform the statutes
of the State to the ordinance of the Convention
abolishing the institution of slavery," have con-
sidered the matters intrusted to them ; and here-
with submit, as their report, "A bill concerning
Negroes, Indians and persons of color, or of mixed
blood ;" and also several other bills differing, some-
what in character, from that cne,

The Committee, in presenting their report, deem
it proper that they should explain the course they
have pursued ; and to some extent, the reasons by
which they have been governed.

Prior to tho emancipation of slaves there had
existed, in the State, three classes of population,
besides Indians, to-w- it : the whites, the slaves, and
the free negroes ; and for many purposes, there
existed a special legislation for each class. Upon
the emancipation of the slaves, the laws specially
respecting them, ceased to have any force ; and
that class fell under the laws iespecting free ne-
groes : the political and civil condition of all the
colored population became that which had already
been esabhshed for the free negro. It became the
duty, therefore, of the Committee to look through j

tne entire ooay 01 tne laws 01 tne fctate, lor tnc
purpose of ascertaining what part of them govern-
ed the free negro, as distinguished from the white
man. In performing this dntv vour Commit too
have deemed it the more advisable course, (as this !

speeies of special legislation was: scattered through- -
!

ont me civu auu criminal laws,) to aavise tne re- -

peal of all laws that specially affected the colored I

race, and re-ena- ct such as, in their opinion, ought j

to exist ; and also to recommend other and origi
nal legislation, wnen it was deemed expedient.
Believing that a brief synopsis of the several sec-
tions of the first named bill, and alsp, of the other
bills, would not be unacceptable, they proceed to
furnish it :

Thefrsi Section of the bill "concerning negroes,"
Am dp.firtAC TVtin eib.11 bi fp.BTT.fi1 a. nptrrn nvr.olor- -

ed person, or person of mixed blood, within the
generations designated.

The second declares that in all statutes ftnd judi-
cial proceedings, Buch a person shall be properly
described by the term "person of color."

The third declares persons of color to ba citizens
of the State.

Thefourth confers on them all the privileges of
white persons in conducting their suits, and in the
mode of trial by jury.
The fifth places the colored apprentice on the same
footing with a white one; and leaves the law declar-
ing in what cases they should be bound, as it now
exists in the Revised Code.

By the sixth certain marriages, deemed to be not
void but voidable, though celebrated in due form,
between slaves or between slaves and free negroes,
are declared valid.

thenceforth receive its pist cstimato at the hands

o . ..,.
porularlv announced, in tneir very imdst,to rem
i i i.. r ,t ii .ma t ..-.- I.: a
Delia 11 01 uieir ireeuonj, ""i e-u- iuit, jior
siuce its termination, have they exhibited any de-bid- ed

marks of prejudice against their late mas- -

ters.
It must be conceded by the opponents of such

evidence, that if strong prejudices be sufficient to
exclndo the testimony of witnesses, all experience
teaches that public posecutors, near kindred, and
personal enemies ought to be set aside as incom- -

jjctent ; and, if general corruption bo also sufli- -

cicnt cause for exclusion, the man, whose charac- -

ter for truth on oath, is proved by all his acquain- -

tauces to be bad, ought no more to bo heard in
the ascertainment ot facts, than a negro, Yet in
all these cases the witness is heard, subject to so
many "grains of allowance" on account of his
established and admitted infirmity as a jury may
judge to be tho proper measure. It is settled by
our highest judicial tribunal, that the testimony
of a witness who commits a perjury, apparent to
the jury in the very case in which he is examined,
must, nevertheless be weighed bv the jury for
what it is worth.

Bv the laws of all civilized Europe, resnilatimr
the competency of witnesses, none are excluded
by reason of character, race, color or relie.ion.
"Wo, ourselves, admit the .semibarbariau of every
continent and island ; of every nation and tonguo ;

of every religion, christian, heathen and pagan;
and of every color, and race, unless he may fait

under tho ' ethnological varieties of the human

h entitled to less credit on his LM'ts(m oath.
jthan the colored T'llussehnon, or heathen of Asi.t
or i.jivpt, i.-- oi oincr parts ot Atriea, is win u
sworn on his Koran or other symbols of religious
reverence. And when we consider c many thou-sfiud- s

in the State, who are in full fellowship as
christians, though we are quite sensible of the
general demoralization which pervades them as a
class, we feel little dread for the consequences
which inr.y attend the admissibility of their evi-
dence as reported;

In offering our reasons for allowing the evi-
dence, w-- have conceded the general demoraliza-
tion of thi colored population ; but wy. should do
great injustice to many of them, if wo should close
this report, v.ithottt excepting from tho .ir5-li.- l

hundreds, who, throughout their lives, have con-
ducted theint-:?!vc- : iu a manner ab-ogethe- becom
ing the bo. 1 of citi.ons, .m I de.servin..- - tho very
highest psvlv. The in .ire lights, indeed, to aU
others ; and the consideration of respect in v.hich
they are held, ought. siiiiuulate and oncouiage
others of their rao to p rue idea the virtues of hon-
esty and truth, which havo to distinguish
tlie few.

Tiio commit too hitherto have argued that, if tic
proposed evidence be admitted, subject Io tho
rules long established among us, and derived from
on ncsish i he administration of

-
r

Til
ancestors,

1 ... .
j '! s

1 1 co v.u; nave m le to sqprei.enu mmi the epravi
ty or prejudice of tlie witness. In proof of this,
they b.-- leave to invoke the attention of your hon-
orable body in tin; recent experiments on those
rules, made-- in Kngland and in inanvof the United
States. Thev will specially notice only those
made in TlnaL within the b i twenty-tw- o

vears.
Up to the year 18-15- like rules for the mo-- t

part, prevailed in this folate and in !. upland. In
that year a great innovation was made by statu to
G fe V Vict, removing many di fpi.ilihcations, be-
cause of interest in the wanes. '. beneficiid to
the ascertainment of truth (contrary to all previous
theory) did this experiment prove, that, in jK"2,
the Parliament (St. 15 fc 10 Vict.) took another and
a very long stepiu the same direction, and alio .ved
ca'di party not only to put the other, but ra".i
himself, on the witness stand against his advers;i- -

1 proposition of this kind, mn.de forty years
ago in tiii:t country, would Imvii !een reg trded a.--,

the vision of a disordered intellect ; vet the dailv
practice under this law, has so illustrated its beiie- -

ded as the ruo:-,- t successful means
to wan l! ctiu;;- - tlie administrtaion of justiv--
in that ei y ; ;i country which has uo superior,
ii' in ded, equal on tho globe, in ever exhihi
ting t ne mo: iut(H.ii.; i;i and estreful solieituti" Pi
provnu. lor the iic. nrs oi person anil properly oi
every subject williin its vast uomo.ns.

Tt" - pectfnlly sub ra i 1 1 c--d ,

T,. V. MOORE,
W. S. 'MXOS,
JL I. ft. DOS SELL.

W'tiTlif.jg'OSl Ittlll-i- .

Tin: r:rrn?:sE:TAi ion am;.o.ment ctssl.ixazj ot.'ani
to r.r, t: Ti.AiNf sti ro: the presibekcy a new
T5AOICAI. joui-::-:al- , vfce.

WAsnixoTox, Jan. 31.
Vi'.-;- I ieh'g.uphcd la.t evening, to the et

hat tho Radi.;ds were throwing oil' disguises as
to hostility to the Pre.-ident- , was exhibited in full
force by ?!. Stowus The resolution for

tlie Ci'ustitntion which passed tho
louse i.: ague. Cert.iinSv not two-third- s of the.

states .vill adopt it ; for as tlie Executive, as stated
in the Tirocluniation from the State. JViiartment.
recognized Southern States as now unrepresented
in the Cnioii, they must lie so considered hero-afte- r.

I'.esides, the resolutions implies thct States
may deny certain races or color tho. right of suf-
frage, whereas it has boon assumed by tic iladi-cal- s

tiat Congress had the right to control that
matter under the portion of the Constitution
which provides for a republican form of govern-
ment in St,it( s.

It will bo seen that, by tho proposed Constitu-
tional amendment, that if all negroess are not
allowed to vote, none of that race shall bo counted
for representation. Thus, a limited sult'rage,
based on property, or intelligence, or military
service, will not count. States must t..:o the
entire black or be proi-cribc- d.

Politicians freely suggest, ns the reasons of Ont.
Grant's proposed viit to Europe, tho desire oi
his friends lo have him away from t! poliih id
vortex tuning Uio agitation oi pouta-a- l iues
within the next year or two. At tho end of th:,t
term he would be brought out ftr the Preside!,, y
with a clean record. Tho whole lladk-a- l crew v.iil
be glad io have him away from here.

A rumor prevails that a reliable Radical organ
one that is not one thing to-da- y and another

row is to be established hero as a hrst-cias- s

morning journal.
I hear from an intelligent and substantial n

source, that tho Eudieal members of Con-
gress are saying that division on the main ques-
tion has taken place in the Cabinet. It is stated
that Mr. Seward, Mr. McCulloch and Mr. Welles
are for reconstruction, and stand for the President.
Mr. Stevens would hardly have made his denun-
ciatory speech to-da- y unless a wide and deer gulf
was between the President and tho Radical ascen-
dancy in Congress.

THE PKESIDENT'S FOETE COMING TEjICE PROCLAMATION-

THE RADICALS AND THE FKESIDENT GEN.
GEANi S VISIT TO EUROPE. -

Washington, January Tho day is not far
distant when the President will issue a j. reclama-
tion that peace exists throughout the country, and
that all the States and the territories are in loyal
relations to the general government.

The leading editorial of the Chronicle this morn-
ing is generally regarded among keen politicians
as a breaking from tho President. It is a rather
slight indication, liko a struggling of light through
clouds and darkness, yet enough to the closely ob-
servant. Indeed, such are now the generally be-
lieved statements, as to the President's view, that
it is transparent hypocrisy and utter falsehood for
tho Radicals to do otherwise to oppose him. While
the leading Radicals simulate coniidence in this
cause, it is known that their force is demoralized.
If the dictation of the Jacobinicial committee up-
on reconstruction does not entirely succeed now,
how will it be when the voices of tho discontented
tax payers' shall thunder in their cars ?

It is stated tliat General Grant will go to Europe
under .Government auspicies. A Government ship
and officers for tho same are suggested in official
quarters, in connection with this new demonstra-
tion of our leading general. Perhaps General
Sherman will be his successor ad interem in com-
mand of the army.

Rats are now killed by electricity in Paris. Bits
of meat and are placed on wires in connection

1 forthwiUi allied.

WILMINGTON, N. C, FEBRUARY 8, 18G6.

The Standard and tlie Deserter.
Truly characteristic indeed is the leader of the

Standard ot the 31st January. It is a long growl

at the House of Commons, and through it at the
entire South, her people and her institutions.

The pretext i3 the rejection from the proposed list

of Justices of the Peace of the name of John C.

Hill, of Randolph county. In this article is com-

pounded a very large amount of that peculiar sen-

timent and ambition br which the editor of that
paper has had credit among the-- intelligent people

of North Carolina.
It is not an easy thing for ore who ha3 been ed-

ucated under, and governed by, the laws of jus-

tice, truth and humanity, to read this editorial
without feelings of contempt for the heart that
could prompt such sentiments. How long ! O,

how long ! in this true, and loyal, and peace-lovin- g

State are the law3 of honor and truth of justice
and humanity of patriotism and : State-prid- e -- to
be set at defiance end be treated a3 a thing of

naught.
How great the mistake men of ttiiaes make, who,

while they Eecretly and truly worship, in their
souls, the Prince of Dankness, yet ostensibly be-

fore the world labor to obtain the credit that the
heart is in devout adoration of the Angel of Light.
A Judas did this ; the great love of money and the
applause of the world seduced Simon Magus into
this faith and action. Mankind will derive but
little w isdom from the teachings of the past, if
they do not profit by such blatant lessons.

But what the offence over which this State-hatin- g,

South-contemnin- g editor grows so wrath,
and fumes

"Liko old ocean into tempest tost,
To waft a feather, or to cirora a fly ?"

The House of Commons ha3 dared to refuse to
appoint John C. Hill, of Randolph, a Justice
of the Peace. Why did it refuse? Because,
says tLo editor, it was alleged he was o deserter
from the Confedeiate army. Does he. convict the
Ilounse of Commons of a breach of duty, or of bad
faith in so doing? Who believes if Mr. Hill had
been a deserter from the Federal to the Confeder
ate army that the action of the House would have1

been Amerant? Who docs not seo in this instance
a great principle of action, just and wise, govern-

ing and controling the motives of men? Is there
any man of honor or patriotism, who. loves his
courtry and its institutions, that finds in his heart
the least valid reason or motive for objecting to
this action of the Commons? The Standard indeed
gives none; it is charitable, tkefore, to suppose it
has none.

But one object seem3 to have prompted this ar-

ticle it is aimless in every other respect. An
opportunity presented itself and the editor seized
it an opportunity enjoyed equally and oftimes by
a Sumner, a Stevens and a Greely of raising his
bristles end showing his teeth at a helpless, sub-mk-.jv- e,

and' ruined people. Tho attack on the
Commons is but a pretext. His hatred i3 not spe-

cially against that body alone, except for his pur-
poses and as a text for a sermon to the Radical
and Jacobins that he might, in his own language,

; toll member of Congress, and tell the North
that this fact" (the refusal to allow a deserter to
be appointed a Justice of the Peace) "solves the
whole riddle of Southern politics;" except for this
purpo.su the action of the Commons, is to him unim
portent and insignificant. But with it as a decoy
to public attention, ho discharges his thunder at
the whole South at her entire people the father,
the son, the husband, the noble-hearte- d women,
the young and rising generation, whose fathers
laid down their lives on a bloody field in defence
of what they honestly believed to be the . cause of
honor, liberty and patrotism at her institutions,
literary, religious, social and domestic all, all
share alike his enmity his secret, covert, dis'
guised hatred, ne means nothing le3s in his at
tack. No other construction can bo placed upon it.

The. writer desired to push home a fatal thrust
at tho South, but his arm 13 nerveless, whilo the
daylight is on his motives and .he shrinks back,
ostensibly behind a fitful, malicious, deeeptious
blow at the House. of Commons. He means more
than he says ; he says not precisely what he means

not all he purposes.
There is with the Standard intelligence enough

to know that the man who deserf3 his flag and bis
country's ause, when honor and patriotism call
him to liberty and glory, is presumptively iinfit,
because unreliable in any position of importance
and responsibility. This is not unknown or with
out acknowledgment by the editor. His own lan-

guage is forcible and emphatic. "We have no
sympathy with any class of soldiers, whether
Unionists or Confederates, home guards or desert-
ers, or outliers or what not, who wantonly end cru-ell- y

plundered and scourged the inhabitants of
this State. And we further hold, that a man who
volunteers or enlists should keep his plighted faith,
thovgh lis should diefor it." What if he does not
keep his " plighted faith. " The Standard admits
he deserves to suffer all the penalties along the
path of life, even up to death ; he merits all of
theie scorn and contempt, disgrace, infamy.
Yes, the offence of desertion is lieinous enough to
merit all these. Yet it is wrong, very wrong, not
to appoint him a Justice of the Peace. His breach
of faith as a deserter is so great that he is not wor-

thy to live death is his due life is too good for
him. Yet he is fit to be a Magistrate.

The editor is not only personal to this paper
and the Dispatch, but he is intensely so to Mr.
Davis and Gen. Lee and to Gov. Vance. His tom-
ahawk is freely used upon his quondam favorite.
Let us urge the readers of the Standard in days
that are past, to mark the language urged against
Mr. Davis, while a parallel is run according to the
language he applies to him.

The writer says : "He (Mr. Davis) had plight-
ed his faith:" did not Mr. Holden ? ,Yet he
(Mr. D.) had neither tho courage to fight:" did
Mr. Holden ? " Nor the shrewdness to run at the
proper time to save himself :" but Mr. Holden
did. "Again, there are hundreds of secession
leaders in civil and private life," among whom is
W. W. Holden, "who," like him, "swallowed
great Haves of fire, and declared they would die
before a Yankee should set foot upon our soil
They survive "so does W. W. Holden. , " They
deserted "so did W. W. Holden. "They set the
example to the poor. conscript "-s-

o- did W. W.

Holden, "whose wife and children, " unlike W. W?

ilolden's, 'were starving at home. All Euchi lead-

ers should have died in the war " so should ;

The temper and disposition of Congress is such
that no absurdity on its part would create surprise.
The correspondent of the Kichmond-EraTnna- r says
the joint resolution providing for the establish-
ment of provisional governments over the eleven
districts, (that is, the bite Confederate States,) is
again to be taken up for debate. The Radical pi-
pers do not seem to think that act as necessary

mier 1 ne snaii assume tneir criminal juris- - j

diction, the colored people shall still be allowed j

to continue 111 the practice of such unlawful con
nections, without reproof or punishment, they will
be in a more demoralized condition, in respect to
that relation, which among: all civilized human

tire- - latter were mncn restrained from such licen-
tious by the care and prudence of
their masters,

If the Freed!nen's Bureau will neither turn over
to the civil authorities for correction, this species
of crime, nor take efficient means, itself, for its
correction, it will be impossible to elevate the race

jby any legislative means vet practiced or devised
No race of mankind can bo expected to become ex-alc- ed

in the scale of humf.nit".- whose sexes, with
out any binding obligation, cohabit prorniscionsly
together. Among, such a people, chastity can have
no name or place : and the performance of paren-
tal duties, no encouragement' or sanction.

It is much hoped that the Frcedmcn's Bureau
will take the subject into serious consideration.

8. and lastly, "A bill to establish work-house- s

or houses ot" correction in the several counties of
the State."

In the opinion of the Committee, tins institu-
tion has been long since demanded, and now more
than at any lime heretofore. Though its cost, in
the present embarrassed pecuniary condition of
the country, may be somewhat burdensome, there
is little doubt that, if managed with economy and
enve, it will soon prove a great relief to the honest
industry of the country. The dread of involun-
tary labor is much more effectual to suppress mis-
demeanors and idleness than a few days of impris-
onment, with a discharge of fines and costs under
the insolvent debtor's law.

Without such a house the present jails will be
unequal to contain those who will bo committed
to prison. Their proper enlargement for the re-
ception of both species of population, and the dif-
ferent sexes of each population, will cost, at o.ico,
as much as a work-hous- e and farm onasmalls:alo,
which may be enlarged as occasion may require.

The Committee havo left it 'discretion-
ary with the Justices of th Peace, wheth-
er they will establish .snob a house ; bo- -

cause, m some counties it may be little need .i
t-- and otuers very greatly ; mu because, al-

so, come counties are more able to establish them
at once, than others are. If even one county shall
establish .such an institution, f;elf-defenc- e will soon
render it necessary for all the adjacent counties to
follow the example; and a few v?ars only, will bo
requisite to extenu tne institution over tno atate.

It tm. or some similar policy snouid not be in-
augurated, it is not difficult to foresee that this
State may become in the process o time, the land
of immigration from all parts of tho Union, of
the demoralized freedman and the dissolute white
man.

The Committee are. aware that, the great and
radical changes occasioned by emancipation, in
the fixed habits and custom of the people, cannot
be truly estimated at once; and therefore, they
.'orhear, ps nmeh as possible, to speculate by leg-
islative anticipation, for such changes as may even
probably become necessary in the eour:;e of time.
They deem it the more prudent com so to proceed
now by new laws, only so far as tho way appears
to bo clear. They prefer to let the common law
apply its flexible rules for human conduct to the
new state of things, rather than frame for it rigid,
and porhnp? mi legislation.

The Gonerid Assembly will perceive that we
have omitted all such punishments as the involun-
tary hiring out of persons of color, and also, of
whipping them, except iu cases where white per
sons are thus punished.

Public whipping if. a species of piiiiifiament
which ought rarely to oe. inflicted on any one whom
it is the purpose of the law to reclaim from crime.
The cu'prit thus punished becomes utterly degra-
ded in public esteem; and it would bo wonderful
if he did no become so in his own. A freernau
thus degrad ed. lores all incentive to virtue: and
so lar as ins example can extend as a parent, or
otherwise, he inculcates all his vices in those around
him.

It uviy be said, n:ul 'with perfect truth, that
there are comparatively few of the slaves lately
freed, who are honest ; but this vice now ; o pre-vn- h

nt among them. n..y be traced to other and
more probable causes than any natural depiavity
peculiar to the negro race, which, by some physi-ologi-t- s,

ere declared to lie naturally destitute of
moral principles, in a greater degree than any oth-
er pcopu.; yet known. The Committee have not
rcKuiated their code bv this doctrine. And if it
were true, there is nut v no greater necessity lor
eorrectiiig the natural obliguity by proper civil
institution:, wisely administered. Tiiat the race is
i:bt beyond the re.ieii of a proper moral training,
ii-- evident front the many examples among them of
sobriety, ii.du-.tr- nndJioneat f: If it owed its d:-- -

poiYe.. io the vkious nature peculiar to the race,
ve ought be able by this time, to tr ce some

of iinprovemept in tho mixture of its blood
with that ui ok--x itcJ03 of men.

Th" Committee have not discovered, nor lias ii
been maintained, that the mixed blooded slave
has been elevated in the moral virtues of the white
race, as ho advanced toward it in color. It may
not be ami:v- - to remark th?.t the punishment l.y
hiring, is rather of modern date, The first enact-
ment to this effect was in 1831, and its constitu-
tionality was seriously questioned by eminent law-
yer . though settled by an able court.

i'onr honorable body will perceive also, that we
recommend, that the Courts should be fully open-
ed to the negro race, for protecting their persons
and property, and all the rights of freemen, by.
being he.ml as witness?, whenever these rights are
in controversy.

The enactment recommended, allows their evi-
dence in civil ca?es only where the rights of pcr-'"..- n,

or property of persons of color would be
precluded by the judgments or decrees made in
1 boat, cases. And in criminal cases, only where
the violence, fraud, or injury charged to have been
done by, or on them, is put directly in issue.

If the testimony is to be admitted at all, it ought
to bo extended to such cases. The effect of thus
limiting it will not deny them any advantages, but
on the contrary, will secure to them the most per-
fect protection that human evidence can afford.
Beyond the accomplishment of this object Ave have
not felt ourselves authorized to go. The result of
allowing it to this .extent will be, that when col-
ored persons are parties, they may call to the wit-
ness stand the whole population "of the lEtl, not
rendered incompetent by want of understanding,
interest, or religious unbelief ; while in cases where
white persons alone are parties, white persons only
will be competent witnesses.

The Committee will proceed to give some of the
reason? which have induced them to recommend
the reception of the evidence of negroes, as provi-di- d

in section 11.
First. The present helpless and unprotected condi-

tion of .he race demands it. Their condition of per-
sonal security is greatly changed. Prior to eman-
cipation they were grouped on farms which they
&eldom left, and were overlooked by their masters
or overseers, surrounded by families of white chil-
dren.

They were not only watched by the whites to
preserve the discipline necessary for servitude, and
to prevent spoliations, but were cared for and oro- -
teeted as nronertv Tt ttq
est to prevent, and, when committed to punish
any injuries done to the persons of their slaves.
1 lie interest of one slaveholder was the interest of
all : so thnf. SpinTX: le

interest of theerfTm

theThitcrSS-0- 1

T
and! noJ fsTtLTfnn w,fif sure.
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better, M this time, to solemnly declare them in a
bill drawn to define thvir civil status.

Many yeni Hinco it was solemnly decided by j

the highAi Coili t of tho State, and' indeed, it has !

be-- so regarded, tnat ine term "freemen," (than
which none u-ie- in the declaration of rights and
the Constitution of the State, to describe a citizen.
is of loeht-- r dirvny.) included in its fullest extent,
a free negro, vhciher free in 1776, when the Con
stituiioji Wit. ! ramcd. or t oconic :V taucc by eman- -

cipatiou. He w::s, it tho legUfiiing" of the late
unhappy con It it of arm ?, and is now, inelu- -

ded in the term freemon." aous-n- in thrvt ins:tru- -

ment.
This class of our population have never been

debarred from owning any species of property,
except by one en pot men, that of 1801, which for-

bade them thereafter to own flavor. They have
ever been protected from trial for crime, except
through presentment by a grand jury, and trial
by a petit jury, with all the rights of challenge
accorded to vhito per.so!w. They have ever been
allowed trial in the same; tribunals, where, for like
offences, the white nvn was prosecuted. The
same common law which yet prevails so extonsive-- y

in this State, and re. .ulatct--, dmo.-.- t entirely,
the duties of husband find wife, of imreiit and
child, of f;r.r.rdi;:n r.nd ward, of master and
vant, ana of master and apprentice, exists runce
for both clas.r-:- Tho same power of making
contracts, and thr same remedies enforcing them
in courts open alike to both, are equally the rights
of tho ono vac-- si ud the oth-- without distinc-
tion.

In ft word, the common Kv i th law of the
Si ate in ail matters where it has uot been superse-
ded bv statute ; where it exisis, colored anil white
persons :av rijU-ih- y feeb-d under its hiold,
and exposed to it- - pro i moi.t-- 5 ; and where
it is ciiai f, i! i:y trt, ;.t el-unr- operates on

1 1an.
By sections .!." and to, wardens of the poor,

for persons 01 eoior, May ho appointed. This is
left to the discretion of the appointing court, only
because, iu some connlics of the State, persons of
color are too few iu number to require an addi-
tional Court of Wardens.

The remainder of tho sections of tho bill re ap- -

propria ted rotiic repeali ox "suou laws ana parts
of laws now in force, as. iu the opinion oi the
Committee should be repealed in order to conform
the statutes d" il.o Slate to the ordinances of the
Convention abolishing iha of slavery,''
and the new condition of things arising out of the
same.

Secondly, The Committee have deemed it their
duty, in view 01 the gr-a- t changes which have so
suddenly taken place, to recommend th-- ' passage
of certain law. equnby applicable to both popula-
tions. It is conceded that the industry of the
negro save hn become ri eotlv relaxed and de- -

moralized, the natural eon?ec .ence ot which 1 f'l
unsettled and r ing do or: ition, a lesire to avoid
steady wt.uk and a Ii position to pie
rioim exi.toiics? by pretended hnntii or wild
game, though in m?l loc?)iticf it k P. to
be woith the pursuit.

It is J-;- vain for us to at tempt, to disgne-- e thr- -

k m.ta f tl wl ue iii.'n i- - o, r-

grc e l !' dein lired. ai.d 'ike evil
conseouenees arc n to follow Indeed, thev

.1- - Hi. 1 jl.already ev.-'t- . vvt- conceive .ii 10 oe .onoiu; liie
lilSt of L-- i ifii duties to check tins doniorab'zn-- "

tion and of the entire popuh'i- -

tion in ft ill) latt channel of la bo-- .

Among the most eilieient means of accomplish-
ing this object, they deem the protection to very
man":.-- property again! unauthorized inirusious,
trc.-:pa.-i-e.- s and their-- ; of the idle and vicious.

In our pi ioriiizedTondition tin-r- is no
specie.--, of live ; which escapes the roving rob-i- i

bt i ; .".uu cve.y men plundered, when the mar- -

ke.t is con ven i' t t, c .".'. r nifsy Pe ton nil on
his lauils, o-ij- ercd. that 1 Va liable for
?ale.

Wilful a :i da b.'ve lor.g been n
gr 0 com;' iained 01. Th- -

law did not ( Sim. prosecutions for thj- -
species of v. 1 or..; : 1 u iii (eii'-ra- l Assenihly have,
from tim t illiv iu many instances, departed
from this v il.: ;n o'-'i'- i p, )(.. proteetioii aeain-- t
the 1- wletv-- idier and in:.olvc-ti- t trestias:-.ei'- . In pro
portion a-- , :1a nn-tanec- nicy iacvease the fro

v oi siich wior:; ;f-- will become the lecisla- -

tivo p.. .ve.r t o follosv liiOtu vi tu appropriate reme--.rv- ,

..yes.
The Commit tbt re report' and reeoin- -

mend the parage of th iOHOV
- 11

Li: bills:
'A bill to 2 ' ' ov.rf-- - 1m? liOr.ier.

. .1 i.i iuiiJ other live v.r.u 11; lent to mcp.i tjura.
2. A biii to prv:nr. wilful trespasses on lands

and stealing any iiiad of property therefrom.''"
3.. "A bill to pn .i:h vagrancy.''
In regard ' tin 3 bill, the Commit te have

deemed ir advisub le to recommend the renf-r- 01
the two provisions upon the same nnd the
passage of thi s bill in lieu of both said provisions.

Thtso proviUov;:-- . ?.;: io be. found in the llevised
coae. enap. o, .c. .o cn-'ip- . 107,. .. CO: the
former was n.h-.- for vhiti v:u-ra- and the
latter for the free negro vagr.t-ite- .

The bill licrewith leported. acrr. iu. i'I'- -

"A bill to punish seditious language, ipf-nr- - j

rections and rebellions in tlio State.
In regard to this bi.il, tin- - eubstanc Of ii. j;

lonor existed in the Si to, undor several provi?ioi;s
to be found in tho j't vi.-f- d Code and elsewhere.
The bill now offered is intended a:, asrd.f.tifnte for
all provisions upon the ';.:me subject.

5. "A bill to secure to aiicui.ura' laborers their
pay in kind."

The object of this bill is to encourage the field
laborer, by securing to him the fruits of his toil.

it is naturally iust mat tne latner should sun- -
port his offspring, whether born in or out U wed-- !
lock. No one, if able to work, ought to be allow -

tu iu cusi m.. spumnas progeny on tne cnanty ot .

the industriou, poor, whose toil is stretched to its
utmost extent the public charges
and their own virtues families.

their own disorders.
As yet, no steps have been att- -

thority, which claims exclusive jurisdicfion botha n !

cem the fceeOmen, to encovga o7eafSe the

rir.u V" . iVme . umt.i on uje urouu fironim or citizen-
ship, and Income actors in all the departments of
social life. Thev are allowed to trade with the
white man in every article of property; to possess
and cultivate lands and, by all wise mea?is, should
be encouraged to habits of industry and a dociro
for honest acquisition.

Tho protection of a man's honest gains should
ever be, after the protection of his person, the
next great policy of a wise commonwealth. If the
property which a negro shall own his cattle, his
money, rasy all be carried off, yea, his very house
robbed of its furniture, and his' person of his valu-
ables by abandoned white men, and he shall be
unable to bring tho robbers to justice because the
witnesses arc colored, can the race feel any ardent
disposition to labor for themselves V On the con-
trary, will they not ieel doubly tempted by such
want of seenritv for their own proper, v, to become
depredator themselvoc, ( specially when the- - rc- -

lllect that it is tlie white man s nohov, which thu
expor.es thorn to lieou th n-- w lute men?

But, beside such glaring cases of public wrongs
which would fjo umvdivsed by excluding their
evidence, there aie many of a more private nafrnre,
which depraved white n.en would perpe trate on
them or procure to be done by their negro associ-
ates, as Uieir instruments. Already tho wicked
white man and corrupt dependent negro have ban-
ded together in lawlr-v- s theft and frauds on indus-
trious and peaceful citizens, both white and black;
and tho nhite associate, if negro evidence shall be
excluded, will stand secure in his vilhtiry behind
his colored friend.

The calamity to public virtue and private rights
would be incalculable-- , if those who were injured
could not testify H'aiest the perpetrator of the
crime. How shocked v ould every citizen of Xcrth
Carolina feci, if tho Legi.dntnve enact tied
no person assaulted and beaten, no one whose
property was stolen, no ono robbed, and no one rav-
ished, should bear evidence, oi" the crime? The
exclusion of negro evidence plr.ee'- - cl;nt .ace in
just such a condition.

The committee are of opinion thai the protec-
tion of person and propeily imperiously demand
that the evidence of colored pei be ud mitted
for that purpose, unless ii ihoril-- be exclude.
upon fcotao ground of public policy tlill higher
than such as favors its introduction. We have
heard ot but one that is plausible, and that is the
general falsify of such evidence No one pretend-tha- t

it is vniccrsclly false. It is uracti, however,
that, for the greater part, the evidence is not relia
ble, and, .Tf.aliy believed, v.Tr.'.Ui produc
far more wrong 'linn right.

We are fully aware of a lamentable prevalence
of this vice among tlse race. It is a natural off-
spring of their recent slavery and degradation.

Forced torn involuntary servitude, and required
to do many things against their will, without any
apparent profit to them-elve.- ", it was natiual lea-
thern to disobey, if they found temporary ease in
disobedience; and, Io avoid correction il was
equally natural for them to endeavor to escape it
by falsehood. The vice of lying i- -, anil ever lies
been, common io ;dl in slavery. L'nivcrs;d
and unvarying truth is the highest imd parts! ot
all virtues; and if the most veracious persons only
were competent wiLicsfC:"., there v.ouUi bo
cases of tho hie.Le. L interest to tin.' public without
a single witness. Hnch v. rule, howewr. lues never
marked the poiiey of ja..ike in its iiivcotigation of
facts.

It has been said that in u bv-jro- nu aae, tho rule;;
of evidence, with Us were fr; ;med r: :ther Io tX. le
talsehood than to admit truth ; but even when
these rule,- - were administered in this spirit, ai'
persons above .seven yc-a- old, of suuLoIvill under-
standing, not religiously insensible to the obliga-
tions of an oath, nor parties directly interested in
the cance, were competent witnesses, unless they
had been rendered infamous by conviction of .some
infamous crime, j.nd jivbment rendered thereon.
These were iinglith rules of the common lav;; and,
so long ns tliey prevailed, there was no nation on
the earth whose inhabitants were excluded as wit-
nesses from English courts. Jt mattered not what
was their color, clime, or religion. It is probable
that at a very early period, after the introduction
of African slavery in this Shite, the slave was for-
bidden to testify against a white person, and, it is
probablo also that the exclusion was soon extend-
ed to free persons of color. Slaves were not al-
lowed to bear testimony against fit e persons of
color until 1S21...

Tho poiiey of excluding such testimony was
founded on two considerations. First, The entire
and absolute dependence of a slave on his master,
and their social relation which rendered him un-
fit to bear witness for or against his master ; or for
or against any person to whom his master extend-
ed his favor or dislike. Besides this, the settled
policy was to humble the slave and extinguish in
him the prido of independence. This.latter poli-
cy was extended in 1821, to the free negro, who,
it was alleged, was greatly corrupting the slave by
claiming superior privileges over him.

Emancipation having destroyed the distinction,
all legislation concerning the colored race, must be
the same.

The rules regulating the admissibility of the
evidence of white persons, with a few exceptions,
remain with us as they were a centuiy since. But
all at once the slave has disappeared, and upwards
of 300,000 free persons of color are added to thepopulation; these, with those before existing, con-
stitute one-thir- d of our entire people, bhali they
be admitted to the witness stand ? If it ever was,itjs certainly not now, our policy to degrade them.'
On the contrary, our true policy is to elevate them
m every way consistent with tho safety and good
government of the community. They must be
educated out of their ignorance", and reformed out
of their vicious habits.

If the admission of their evidence will not seri-
ously endanger the administration of our laws, our
manifest policy is to allow it, for nothing, in our
opinion, tends more to inculcate a regard for truth
than the almost unavoidable detection of falsehood,
which occurs in judicial investigations before a
jury, where the parties and witnesses are known,
and their manner and conduct are scrutinized in
the ordeal of trial.t e -- l t x ii. .i ..-i-

i. . ii ..
' "."u " V5" enl m,e neF. raco' or, hPin our midst, civilized as he is beyond his

be safely heard in our court of justice, it seems to
us inai it is one ot your highest duties to exclude
them as witnesses in all cases whatsoever, as well
those in which they are the sole parties, as those
wherein one of the parties is a white man ; and
above all things, not to allow persons of color to

1 I evmezice. xi, to mis sug- -fl' lf m h& traly, replied' that he cnn be
fen hS, Cll I9 on tria1' then U oh

lows loves truth better than fnisAhnnrl

By the seventh, certain past marriages between Every legitiiun'o means should be employed to
them, existing at certain fixed periods, by mere j stimulate industry, and the enjoyment of its fruits
consent and without due celebration, are validated; has ever been found the strongest incentive to pro-an- d

provision made for perpetuating the evidence I duce the desired t .Tech
thereof by being recorded. j 6. "A bill to prevent i-- icing servants from ful- -

Byllie eighth, lducements are held out to such as ' filling their contracts, or harboring them."
are thus married under section 7, to have their' This bill is a just companion, with the preceding
marriages recorded. "'one. "While it is the duty of the law-r.iv- er to se- -

It has been held, that under our lawe, tho mar- - j cure to the laborer the promised rewards of his
riages of slaves by their own mere consent, and sira- - .'labor and toil, jt is enunlly just to require him to
ply consented to by their masters are void; and, as j comply v.ith his deiilJer.ite and lawful contracts;
the Legislature is forbidden to legitimate persons especially when hio employer surrenders to him.
born in bastardy, the provision for such legitima- - I in the outset, the u e of vaiuable lands which may
tion, which was contained in an ordinance ottered j prove to be. worthless to the owner, if the laborer
before, but rejected by the Convention, (because jbe not held to his contract. The inculcation of a
of the adoption of the resolution under which the ; strict observance of contracts is equally the parent
Committee are now reporting) must be &gain sub- - and offspring of virtuous industry. And that man is
mitted to thht body, or the freedmen now living i no less a vicious member of society, who persuades
will all be bastards, and incapable of inheriting land encourages another to be faitfiless to his word,
from their fathers any estate which he may chance ; than he who wilfully violates it. Both should
to die possessed of. j suffer the sharp reproof of the law.

It is believed that a marriage merely voidable 7. "A bill more effectually to secure the main-ma- y

be validated by the General Assembly; and tainance of bastard children, and the payment of
that when thus confirmed, all the incidents of ratifi- - j fines and costs on conviction in criminal cases."
cation follow; one of which is the legitimation of The purpose of this bill is to relieve the Coun-th- e

issue previously born. But, it is more than ty Treasuries ; first, from the burden of support-doubte- d

whether such result follows the enactment ,ing bastard children, which are likely to greatly
of a marriage under section 7. ! increase in number, in the midst of a demoralized

By the ninth section, contracts between persons of : population.
coior, ana Deiween mem ana wnites, lomvestocK,
are required to be in writing. The numerous
thefts of such species of property, in which the
wunco ouu uiao owittuc wgeiuer, retpurt. iuis
provision ; as thereby the thief will be the more
certainly" detected. The section also embraces
other. onsets of a certain value. And, one of
its main objects is to protect the colored person Secondly, Iromthe. burden ot maintaining, at kindred and adherents, amon-who- m generallyfrom imposition by cunning, and the white man heavy expense, the judicial tribunals of the land i were their poorer white neighbors Thus thefrom the effects of corrupt evidence. , established for the preservation of the public peace ; son of the slave (without reckoning the feelings

ner
ofne tenth section makes void all marriages be-- against the turbulence and violence of those who, humanity which have generally characterized thetween whitesand persons of color. having been the principal instrument of its breach-- slaveholders of this State) became the subject ofSectionf allows persons of color to bear wit- - es seek, when brought to justice, to evade by an general protection by class of whiteeveryrights of person or property are idle life, the payment of the coots of suppressing and anv outran on bis Prnn a wt.pi 7L

concerned. -- In respect ot tins action the Commit- -
tee-wi- ll comment mre at large hereafter.

Sections twelve and thirteen Require no comment,ms !.- -

whit.penor.4i- - eitoJed to cotod person-- . &
sugar

We and e
irv iwtij ai un vv bo, una general caar -


